
	

	

Sermon	Discussion	Questions	|	March	13,	2016	
Luke	9:51-62	|	“Jesus	Is	Courageous”	 	
	
1. What	is	significant	about	the	phrase,	he	set	his	face	to	go	to	Jerusalem	(vs.	51,53)?			

2. Read	Mark	10:32-34.		Did	Jesus	know	what	awaited	him	in	Jerusalem?	

3. In	what	does	Jesus	show	his	courage	in	our	sermon	text	today?	

4. Share	an	example	of	an	“unwanted	destination”	in	your	own	life.		Why	are	you	
hesitant	to	“go	there”?		What	holds	you	back?			

5. Consider	Luke	9:23-25.		If	we	are	to	make	our	life’s	destination	to	follow	Jesus,	
what	will	it	cost	us	to	do	so?		What	are	two	or	three	major	barriers	or	obstacles	
that	you	face	that	make	that	destination	so	difficult?	

6. Read	Hebrews	12:1-2.		Discuss	the	statement:	“My	unwanted	destination	is	not	
my	final	destination.”		What	difference	does	having	this	perspective	make?		

7. Do	you	agree	with	the	statement:	“a	primary	barrier	in	radically	following	Jesus	
is	our	fear.”		Can	you	give	an	example	from	your	own	life?		How	are	faith	and	fear	
often	opposites	of	each	other?	

8. Ponder	the	following	Scriptures	that	speak	about	the	power	of	fear:	Gen.	3:10;	
Prov.	29:25;	I	Sam.	17:24;	Neh.	4:14;	Mk.	4:40;	Matt.	25:25.	

9. Consider	how	the	Lord	needed	to	challenge	many	godly	people	in	Scripture	to	
not	be	afraid:		Gen.	46:3;	Josh.	11:6;	II	Kings	1:5;	Luke	1:13;	1:30;	5:10;	Acts	18:9.		If	
such	godly	leaders	needed	admonished	in	this	way,	what	does	that	say	about	us?			

10. What	does	it	mean	to	put	your	hand	to	the	plow	and	not	look	back	(vs.	62)?		What	
is	the	definition	of	“conditional	obedience”	in	today’s	sermon?			

11. What	is	one	of	the	greatest	obstacles	to	“unconditional	obedience”?	

12. Are	there	any	“congregational	fears”	at	Central	and,	if	so,	what	are	they	and	how	
do	they	impact	our	life	and	ministry	as	a	church?	

13. How	does	the	power	of	the	gospel	collide	with	the	power	of	our	fears?		Which	
prevails,	and	why?	

14. Consider	building	into	your	daily	life	and	routine	a	simple	prayer	that	asks:	Lord,	
on	this	day	and	in	every	circumstance,	may	I	be	led	by	faith	and	not	by	fear	–	for	
your	glory.	

Sermon Discussion Questions | March 20, 2016  
Luke 19:41-46 | “Jesus Is Zealous”

A.  The “Triumphal Entry” (Palm Sunday): 				               

B.  Jesus Weeps Over Jerusalem: 					                

1.	 What are the only two occasions in the gospel where we find Jesus weeping? (John 11:35,   		
	 Luke 19:41).  What do these accounts tell us about his compassion?  
2.	 He came to destroy both death and unbelief.  How has Jesus conquered unbelief in your own 	
	 life?  How has he already destroyed death so that you can face your own death without fear?
3.	 When Jesus saw his countrymen’s unbelief, he wept.  When you see our own country’s cor		
	 ruption and unbelief, how do you respond?  (see Isaiah 33:5-6)

C.  Jesus Foresees God’s Judgment Upon Israel			                  

1.	 How was our Lord’s prediction fulfilled in A.D. 70?
2.	 Can any nation that lives in rebellion against God escape judgment?  Often in Scripture God 		
	 will raise up one nation to punish another nation.  Scripture also teaches that God 			 
	 will give us over to our own sin and allow us to suffer the consequences of our own rebellion 	
	 (see Romans 1:18-32).  As you see the moral and spiritual decline of our own culture, do you 	
	 weep or curse?  Why?
3.	 What are we called to do for those in civil authority (I Tim. 2:2)?  

D.  Jesus Cleanses the Temple	 	 	 	 	          

1.	 Jesus began his earthly ministry with a cleansing of the Temple (John 2:13-22) and once 		
	 again near the end of his earthly ministry (our text).  
2.	 What MOTIVE is given for his first cleansing?  His disciples remembered that it was written, 	
	 ‘Zeal for your house will consume me’ (John 2:17, citing Psalm 69:9).
3.	 Jesus had great zeal for his Father’s holiness and glory – do we?
4.	 What are you passionate about (or zealous for)?  What are examples in our culture about 	 	
	 what people are zealous for?
5.	 Filtering our zeal through the lenses of the gospel?	 	 	 	 	 	 	
		  a.  the diagnosis of zeal (reveals our loyalties and idolatries)				  
		  b.  the danger of zeal (condemning rather than weeping; cursing rather than serving; 	
	                    rejecting rather than respecting)						    
		  c.  the duty of zeal (God’s glory)

E.  Gospel Zeal							                      
									                                

Gospel zeal is a passion for God (his holiness and his glory); a passion for his people (their 
holiness and health); and a passion for his lost sheep (the world).  Pray that God via his 
Word and Spirit would decrease your zeal for yourself and increase your zeal for him.
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